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as translated by Matthew Arnold, by " driving at the practice, and minding life more than notion."
There are innumerable people who say in effect to the priests, " We are perfectly willing to conform to your ideals ; we are perfectly willing to co-operate with you in all good works; but you must not oblige us to believe that two and two make twenty-seven. In fact the basis of our agreement with you must be life, not notion/*
My memory reverts to those meditations in Saint-Sulpice, alluded to at the end of my first chapter, which led to such different conclusions two seekers after truth, both full of genius, though genius very different in degree, both admirable in their lives, both deeply in earnest.
Of course it was inevitable in 1845 that a difference as to a question of opinion should entail for Renan a breach with all his old religious associations. Will it always be so ?
In losing its hold over him the Catholic Church lost its hold over one of the most innately religious minds of our times. His was Anlma naturaliter Christiana, if such there ever was. What possible chance is there that any of the great religious organisations should